[bookmark: _GoBack]
News release to all producers and stakeholders in the poultry sector of Quebec



Update of Recent diagnoses of ILT: Where Do We Stand Now?

This message from the EQCMA aims to inform in more detail all growers, producers and stakeholders in the poultry sector of Quebec regarding the current situation in light of the recent outbreaks of infectious laryngotracheitis (ILT), as well as the measures taken to control its spread and eradicate this disease in the affected sites.

Summary of confirmed or suspected cases and at-risk areas 

Since April 12, the EQCMA stated 9 production sites were confirmed as infected with ILT including 8 in the municipality of Ste-Sophie in the Laurentians and one on Rang du Bas-de-la-Rivière (road 233) in St-Damase in Montérégie. A 10th suspicious site, also in Ste-Sophie, is under quarantine because a diagnosis could not be confirmed on a lot already subjected to enhanced biosecurity measures. The bird lots remaining on the site are under surveillance and will be tested if clinical signs occur. This site will be managed as an infected site. An at-risk area has been established in Ste-Sophie (including 1st Street, 2st Street, montée Masson, Clément Street and the section of the Blvd. Ste-Sophie (route 158) between the village of Ste-Sophie and St-Lin) and another in St-Damase (only the Rang du Bas-de-la-Rivière or road 233) in order to assist in the control and eradication of the disease. In the at-risk area of Ste-Sophie, there are 4 other poultry production sites, and a single site in that of St-Damase.

Measures taken to control the spread

The EQCMA has established criteria to determine suspected or confirmed cases. This status is determined in conjunction with the attending veterinarian on the basis of a diagnosis on the farm and the results of laboratory analysis. As soon as there is suspicion of a case, the site is quarantined and biosecurity measures are enhanced until there is confirmation of the disease (or lack thereof). As soon as there is confirmation, the mandatory measures detailed in the regulation of marketing boards are implemented. The producer collaborates on a summary on the flock’s health situation and the identification of all stakeholders who access the production site. If at-risk activities for other production sites (epidemiological link) were held before the diagnosis, the EQCMA determines if measures must or might be taken in at-risk sites to minimize the risk of infection. This is not always possible, but in all cases vigilance and biosecurity are then enhanced in accordance with the instructions of the attending veterinarian.

For each confirmed case, the marketing agency reviews in detail – with the breeder – the biosafety enhancements that it must put in place at its infected site. The EQCMA contacts individually all the stakeholders of the site by phone and by email. It then informs them of the biosecurity protocols that will be observed during the visits to the infected site and validates that each stakeholder is able to apply them. These measures shall remain in force for each visit to the site until the EQCMA determines in collaboration with the attending veterinarian that the site can be considered free of the disease. For sites located in the at-risk area, the EQCMA is assisted by the marketing boards which contact their producer(s) in this area and ask them to be vigilant and observant of any clinical signs suggestive of the disease and to rigorously apply the EQCMA’s current biosecurity measures (green card) to their activities.

Vaccination

In addition to rigorous enhanced biosecurity measures, including the heating of the manure, and sanitary cleaning of barns, an efficient tool for the control and eradication of the laryngotracheitis virus in a production site is the vaccine. In cases of ILT in broiler flocks, the EQCMA recommends administering the recombinant vaccine at the hatchery for two consecutive lots following the slaughter of the bird lots in each
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barn of a site where the disease has been confirmed. Another option is to administer a live attenuated vaccine to birds on the farm; however,  that option requires strict biosecurity measures in order to avoid spreading the virus to other non-infected farms. At the beginning of the current outbreak, following an assessment of the then prevailing situation, veterinarians involved had agreed to use only the vaccine at the hatchery. Certain lots entering non-infected sites but located nearby and/or in epidemiological link with the first case would be vaccinated preventively while other lots were going to be vaccinated and introduced on a site already declared as infected. In some cases, vaccinated and unvaccinated bird lots were found simultaneously on the same sites.

How to explain the multiplication of cases and where do we stand now?

During the first outbreak in Ste-Sophie, epidemiological links had been clearly identified between several farms. Since the incubation period of ILT is usually 6 to 12 days, it was expected that a few other outbreaks would occur. However, other risk factors may have appeared with the management of infected lots (e.g. transport of infected birds – even with nets –, close proximity of barns, indirect contacts between the sites, aerosol factor) in spite of the enhanced biosecurity measures put in place. Some sites with lots vaccinated preventively and unvaccinated lots have subsequently become infected which does not mean the vaccination failed.

The vaccine does not prevent the infection. It however limits the impact of the transmission of the virus, if any. The high density of poultry present in the area further complicates the challenge of viral control. In fact, it was noted that the vaccinated lots suffered less mortalities which could certainly be related to ILT only at the beginning of the outbreak. Other factors could also play a role in the mortality rate noted (i.e. other concomitant viral infection, heat waves). As regards the case of St-Damase, contacts have been able to be identified with cases of Ste-Sophie but none has helped determine a probable cause.

Next Steps

The EQCMA continues its consultation activities with affected farmers in order to ensure the quarantine of all suspected or infected sites. The vaccination strategy continues in periodic consultation with veterinarians involved. Infection pressure should decrease with the second cycle of vaccinated production in the infected sites, as well as following cleaning, washing and disinfection activities of the barns and equipment in these sites.

We are closely monitoring the situation in order to ensure that the initial objective of the control and eradication of the disease in this area and in all flocks currently assigned, is maintained. For more information on EQCMA’s response strategy in cases of ILT, please read its protocol here: http://www.eqcma.ca/maladies-avicoles/39-protocole-intervention

Advisory

We encourage all producers and stakeholders in the Quebec poultry sector to increase their vigilance level and thoroughly apply EQCMA’s current biosecurity measures (green cards) to their daily activities. Please consult these protocols at any time here:
http://www.eqcma.ca/biosecurite/protocoles-biosecurite-courante-code-vert

We will update you as soon as new information becomes available.
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