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Tennessee has second avian flu
case in commercial flock

Unlike the state’s first case of avian flu, this one is a low pathogenic variant

A flock of chickens at a commercial broiler breeder operation in Giles County, Tennessee, has tested positive for low
pathogenic H7N9 avian influenza.

The state’s second avian influenza case in 2017 was confirmed on March 9 by Tennessee State Veterinarian Dr. Charles
Hatcher. The state’s first case, a highly pathogenic strain of H7N9 avian influenza, was announced on March 5 and involved a
broiler breeder flock in Lincoln County.
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According to a press release from the Tennessee Department of Agriculture, officials do not believe that one premises
sickened the other. Hatcher did not reveal for which company the birds in the Giles County flock were being raised, but he did
say it was not the same company as the highly pathogenic avian influenza case, which was Tyson Foods.

Giles County is directly west of Lincoln County.

The case was discovered after routine screening tests at the Giles County operation indicated the presence of avian influenza.
Tests performed at state and federal laboratories confirmed the existence of low pathogenic H7N9 avian influenza.

“This is why we test and monitor for avian influenza,” State Hatcher said. “When routine testing showed a problem at this
facility, the operators immediately took action and notified our lab. That fast response is critical to stopping the spread of this
virus.”

Control measures in place

As a precaution, the affected Giles County flock was depopulated and has been buried. The premises is under quarantine.

Domesticated poultry within a 10 kilometer (6.2 mile) radius of the site are also under quarantine and are being tested and
monitored for illness. To date, all additional samples have tested negative for avian influenza and no other flocks within the
area have shown signs of illness.

Roy Graber is a staff reporter at WATT Global Media. Contact Graber via email at rgraber@wattglobal.com.

Related Products

WATT Global Media Focus Series Vol. 2 - Cage-free Eggs: Consumer
Trust in the Poultry Industry

WATT Global Media Focus Series Vol. 1 - Antibiotic-Free Poultry
Production

WATTPoultry USA Top Companies: 2017 map and spreadsheet of
U.S. poultry plant locations and headquarters

Related Events

XX Congress of the World Veterinary Poultry Association
AFIA FAMI-QS Awareness in Feed Safety course
Livestock Philippines Expo


http://www.tn.gov/agriculture/news/49066
http://www.wattagnet.com/products/25-cage-free-eggs-consumer-trust-in-the-poultry-industry
http://www.wattagnet.com/products/20-antibiotic-free-poultry-production-understanding-producer-and-consumer-perspectives
http://www.wattagnet.com/products/28-top-companies-us-poultry-plant-locations
http://www.wattagnet.com/events/1075-xx-congress-of-the-world-veterinary-poultry-association
http://www.wattagnet.com/events/1465-afia-fami-qs-awareness-in-feed-safety-course
http://www.wattagnet.com/events/1274-livestock-philippines-expo

